[The influence of the greenhouse effect on vegetation--results of studies in England].
Studies on the effects of an increased concentration of carbon dioxide on terrestrial ecosystems have produced results on plant growth in general and on growth of forests in particular. Deciduous trees and conifers react differently to increased atmospheric CO2. In most instances, an increased growth rate can be expected. Higher CO2 concentrations can thus compensate for or alleviate other environmental stresses. Economically important species (e.g. cotton) exhibit growth retardation in the presence of increased CO2 concentrations. Raised temperatures stimulate not only growth of trees but also of typical weeds. A few scenarios of expected changes in future vegetations following a global raise in temperature are depicted.